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Overview

(Image: Hibiscus cannabinus seeds?)

Hibiscus cannabinus (Kenaf)is aherbaceous annual or biennial plant growing up to 3m tall that is grown as a fibre,
food crop and as an ornamental. Hibiscus cannabinus seeds that are imported forsowingrequireavalid import
permitand consignments must be:

o free of biosecurity risk material

e |abelled with the full botanical name

e innew, clean packaging

e inspectedonarrival

e pre-sowingfungicide treatment and growth in a department approved quarantine facility for disease

screening
e onlyseedsfrom plantsscreened and found to be free of disease may be released from biosecurity control.

Importers and department staff must ensure that all BICON conditions are metand that goods are free from biosecurity
risks, as well asthe key risks described below.

Key risks
Seeds of Hibiscus cannabinus can harbour seed-borne pathogens of biosecurity concern, as well as arange of
biosecurity risk material.

Vascular cotton wilt

Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. vasinfectum (exoticstrains and genotypes) has been reported as seed borne on H.
cannabinus? causing Fusarium wiltand necrosis. Itis also an economically important pathogen of cotton (Gossypium
sp.).

The biosecurity risk of this pathogeninimported seed is mitigated with the application of afungicide treatment prior
to growth and disease screeningin Post Entry Quarantine (PEQ).



Anthracnose

Colletotrichum hibisci is a seed-bornefungus of H. cannabinus that causes anthracnose and dieback??3. This fungus has
not beenrecorded in Australia but has established in areas with awide range of climatic conditions, including Java,
Americaand China*® and has been identified as an economically important plant pest of H. cannabinus. The
biosecurity risk of this pathogeninimported seed is mitigated with the application of af ungicide treatment priorto
growth and disease screeningin Post Entry Quarantine (PEQ).

Other pathway risks

Imported seeds may harboura range of other biosecurity risk material, including liveinsects, disease symptoms, and
contaminants such as soil, weed seeds, hitchhiker pests (e.g., Khapra beetle)and trash. These biosecurity risks are
managed through standard seed import conditions, including inspection of all consignments on-arrival.
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